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Mission Statement 
 

Is to support our students in becoming responsible life-long learners through flexible and 

individualized programs.  

Vision Statement 
Is to support our students in becoming responsible life-long learners through flexible and 

individualized programs.  

Purpose Statement 

To come together in mission and leave with purpose. 

 

ESLOs Expected School Wide Learning Outcomes 
All eCademy students will exhibit: 

 C   ommitment 

 R   espect 

 A   chievement 

 N   etworking 

 E   xpectation 

 S   uccess 
 
Section 5 of Article IX of the State of California Constitution guarantees students a “free and public education.” The 
State Supreme Court concluded in 1984 case of Hartzell v. Connell (35 Cal.3d.899(1984)), “that all educational activities 
carried out by pubic school districts, extra-curricular as well as curricular, must be without cost to the students who 
participate in such activities.”  This same ruling found that “mandatory fees for participating in such extra-curricular 
activities such as drama, music, and athletic competition were illegal under the State Constitution.” Furthermore, they 
also rejected the argument that “fees could be charged so long as the district waived fees for students who were financially 
unable to pay.” 
 
Turlock Unified School District prohibits discrimination, harassment, intimidation and bullying in educational programs, 

activities, or employment on the basis of actual or perceived ancestry, age, color, disability, gender identity, gender 

expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation, parental, pregnancy, family or marital status, 

or association with a person or a group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. TUSD requires that 

school personnel take immediate steps to intervene when it is safe to do so and when he or she witnesses an act of 

discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying. 

Title IX Coordinator/Equity Compliance Officer  
Gil Ogden, Director Student Services 
1574 Canal Drive, Turlock, CA  
(209) 667-0632 
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eCademy Charter 
 

 
eCademy Charter is a hybrid alternative education program. It offers traditional independent studies, online 
learning and blended learning seat-based courses. eCademy Charter is dependent of TUSD and aligns with its 
educational philosophy and LCAP. eCademy Charter serves students within and outside the district. eCademy 
Charter’s ultimate goal is to educate students and ensure a high school diploma is acquired.  Courses offered at 
eCademy follow the same protocols and follow similar curriculum as other TUSD schools.  We operate in a 
semester system for high school courses and a quarter system for junior high school courses.  
 
 
Objectives 

 All students will incorporate technology, individually and collaboratively, to achieve their academic 
goals. 

 Each student will set and achieve personal and academic goals. 

 All students will develop and consistently demonstrate character traits necessary to be socially 
responsible and self-motivated citizens in our community. 

 
 
Tactics 

We will: 
1. Provide access to materials and assignments that are technology-infused to better prepare students 

for post-secondary opportunities. 
2. Advise and support students in setting and achieving their personal and academic goals. 

3. Maintain a positive and inclusive environment that fosters personal responsibility and 

encourages positive character traits. 

4. Educate the community about opportunities offered by eCademy Charter. 
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The course directory is available for review to determine the type of course (Seat-based, online, traditional IS, 
concurrent) being offered.  
*Course offerings are subject to change.  
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ENGLISH 
 
English Language Arts 7 
This is a two-period course, focused on building skills in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  A standards-
based text and support materials will be used that are based on Common Core ELA Standards containing fiction, non-
fiction, plays, and poetry.  Grammar, vocabulary, and spelling are taught in the context of the reading and writing process.  
Writing genres include narrative, informative, explanatory, and argumentative compositions.  All stages of the writing 
process will be taught, from rough drafts and editing through final publications.  A variety of learning activities are used 
requiring students to interact with partners, small groups, and whole class.   
 
 
English Language Arts 8 
This is a two-period course, focused on expanding the skills students learned in 7th grade ELA, becoming more 
independent learners in the process.  Students will use more advanced materials and higher level critical thinking skills as 
they complete projects requiring additional research and detail.  In 8th grade ELA, there is more emphasis on students 
sharing their written work and research in various formats to a variety of audiences.   
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Math 7  
This course focuses on four critical areas, including the Standards for Mathematical Practice: (1) developing understanding 
of and applying proportional relationships; (2) developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working 
with expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, 
and working with two and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume; and (4) 
drawing inferences about populations based on samples. 
 
Math 8  
This course focuses on three critical areas, including the Standards for Mathematical Practice: (1) formulating and 
reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, 
and solving linear equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to 
describe quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, 
similarity, and congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem.  
 
Math Support 
This course is designed to support students in Math 7 and Math 8.   There is an emphasis on improving basic math skills 
as well as a focus on the mastery of the California standards being taught. This class earns elective credits. 
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SCIENCE 
 
Life Science 7 
Students explore the characteristics, growth, evolution, function and interaction of living organisms and compare the 
structure and function of plants and animals. The students will be made aware of AIDS and the behaviors that may 
endanger their lives. Students will learn about genetic characteristics and the role of inheritance. Earth Science: Students 
learn about the changing earth, plate tectonics, rock formation and classification and the geological time line. Physical 
Science: Students will investigate properties of light and study the use of levers and other simple machines. Scientific 
progress is made by asking meaningful questions and conducting careful investigations.  
 
Physical Science 8 
Students study the interaction of matter and energy by discovering how chemical structure determines the physical 
properties of solids, liquids and gases; the periodic table; atoms and molecules; and the forms of energy and energy 
generation. Simple machines are used to study the forces of motion and energy from a mathematical viewpoint. Students 
will learn the latest cosmological theories governing the earth’s place in the universe. Experimentation and investigation 
skills will be used to demonstrate each concept.  
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
World History 7 
Students investigate world history using both a text and online learning program.  Beginning from A.D. 500 to the late 
1700’s, the focus is on events occurring in the Eastern Hemisphere and Latin America.  Specific areas of study include the 
fall of Rome, the Islamic Empires, feudal Europe and Japan, the African kingdoms, the Renaissance, and the civilization of 
the Americas.  Many varieties of learning activities and creative projects will be used to increase student understanding 
of concepts with individual and group work. 
 
US History 8 
Students investigate United States history using both a text and online learning program.  Beginning with Colonial America 
through the turn of the 20th Century, studies will emphasize the American Revolution, Constitution, Civil War, Western 
Exploration and Reformation movements.  Students will learn to research topics, debate concepts and complete activities 
working individually, with partners and in small groups.  
 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
PE 7-8 
The purpose of this course is to develop competence in: physical fitness, loco motor and non-loco motor skills, 
participation skills, social behavior, and strategies for physical activities.  Four main objectives include social interaction, 
active lifestyle, physical fitness, and basic sports understanding.  Students will participate in a variety of sports throughout 
the year.  In addition, students will set individual goals for their physical fitness level. 
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GENERAL ELECTIVES 
 
Art 
Students in grades 7 and 8 will use a hands-on approach to learning about the Basic Elements of Art through art 
history.  Students will explore a variety of mediums when completing projects. Students will also learn how to study art in 
the context of grade level history, completing analysis and basic critiques. 
 
Integrated Technology 
The goal of this course is to provide middle school students with an introduction to the principles of computer science, 
basic keyboarding skills, Internet safety and usage, and word processing applications. Using project-based instruction, 
students are introduced to the principles of word processing utilizing Microsoft Word and Google Docs while refreshing 
their keyboarding skills. This course will also help students to use computers effectively in their lives, thus providing a 
connection of computer science and business careers.   
 
 
   
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 
Push-In Model 
Inclusion classes (push-in model) in English Language Arts and Mathematics are conducted by a content area teacher and 
a special education teacher working together as co-teachers.  This creates a successful learning environment for all 
students in the class including special education, 504 students, and students who are having difficulty accessing the subject 
material.  All students in these classes are challenged to reach the same academic goals and are evaluated in the same 
way as all other students in the class. 
 
Tutorial Resource Support 
The course provides special education, 504 students, and students who are struggling in English Language Arts and 
Mathematics classes to work in individualized and/or small group setting to better meet the individual needs of 
students.  The curriculum covers the same material covered in the general education classes, but in a small group or 
individual setting in order to meet the general education course requirements. 
 
 
 

EDGENUITY COURSES 
 

For 5 credits, 100% of the required material must be completed. Additionally, the student must prove his/her 
knowledge and understanding of the coursework by completing and passing assignments, quizzes, and 
additional activities (if required). 
 
Students must attend scheduled assigned class time. In addition to the seat time, students are expected to 
work approximately 5-7 hours per week to complete the course. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
English Language Arts 7 
Students grow as readers, writers, and thinkers in this middle-school course. With engaging literary and informational 
texts, students learn to think critically, analyze an author’s language, and cite evidence to support ideas. Students 
complete an in-depth study of Jack London’s classic novel White Fang, and read excerpts from other stories, poetry, and 
nonfiction. Explicit modeling and ample opportunities for practice help students sharpen their vocabulary, grammar, and 
listening skills. Students also respond routinely to texts they have read. In extensive, process-based writing lessons, 
students write topical essays in narrative, informative, analytical, and argumentative formats. In this full-year course, 
students develop a mastery of reading, writing, and language arts skills. 
 
English Language Arts 8 
In this course, students build on their knowledge and blossom as thoughtful readers and clear, effective writers. A balance 
of literary and informational text engages students throughout the course in reading critically, analyzing texts, and citing 
evidence to support claims. Students sharpen their vocabulary, grammar, and listening skills through lessons designed to 
provide explicit modeling and ample opportunities to practice. Students also routinely write responses to texts they have 
read, and use more extensive, process-based lessons to produce full-length essays in narrative, informative, analytical, 
and argumentative formats. In this full-year course, students develop a mastery of reading, writing, and language arts 
skills. 
 

MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics 7 
This course begins with an in-depth study of proportional reasoning where students utilize concrete models such as bar diagrams 
and tables to increase and develop conceptual understanding of rates, ratios, proportions, and percentages. Students’ number 
fluency and understanding of the rational number system are extended as they perform operations with signed rational 
numbers embedded in real-world contexts. In statistics, students develop meanings for representative samples, measures 
of central tendency, variation, and the ideal representation for comparisons of given data sets. Students develop an 
understanding of both theoretical and experimental probability. Throughout the course students build fluency in writing 
expressions and equations that model real world scenarios. Students apply their understanding of inverse operations to 
solve multi-step equations and inequalities. Students build on their proportional reasoning to solve problems about scale 
drawings by relating the corresponding lengths between objects. This course concludes with a geometric analysis of angle 
relationships, area, and volume of both two and three-dimensional figures. 
 
Mathematics 8 
This course begins with a unit on input-output relationships that builds a foundation for learning about functions. Students 
make connections between verbal, numeric, algebraic, and graphical representations of relations, and apply this knowledge to 
create linear functions that can be used to model and solve mathematical and real world problems. Technology is used to build 
deeper connections among representations. Students focus on formulating expressions and equations, including modeling an 
association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and writing and solving linear equations and systems of linear equations. 
Students develop a deeper understanding of how translations, rotations, reflections and dilations of distances and angles affect 

congruency and similarity. Students develop rules of exponents and use them to simplify exponential expressions. Students 
extend rules of exponents as they perform operations with numbers in scientific notation. Estimating and comparing square 
roots of non-perfect squares to perfect squares exposes students to irrational numbers and lays the foundation for applications 
such as the Pythagorean Theorem, distance, and volume. 

 

SCIENCE 
Physical Science 
This full-year course focuses on traditional concepts in chemistry and physics, and encourages exploration of new 
discoveries in this field of science. This course includes an overview of scientific principles and procedures, and leads 
students toward a clearer understanding of matter, energy, and the physical universe. As students refine and expand their 
understanding of physical science, they will apply their knowledge in experiments that require them to ask questions and 
create hypotheses. Throughout the course, students solve problems, reason abstractly, and learn to think critically. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
Middle School World Cultures and Geography 
Designed to introduce students to the study of geography, this course helps students’ master important concepts in 
physical and human geography. Comprehensive and organized by region, this two-semester middle school course helps 
students understand the Earth’s physical and human diversity. Students analyze population and settlement patterns and 
evaluate the ways that human activities modify the physical environment. While studying humans around the world, 
students compare development, standards of living, systems of government, and economic factors across the globe. In 
addition, students gain a rich understanding of global cultures and the historical factors that have shaped the world around 
them. All units in this course are parallel and include studies in physical and human geography, ancient cultures, regional 
studies, and modern issues. 
 
Middle School U.S. History 
Offering an interactive and comprehensive overview of American history, this course engages and inspires students to 
learn about the rich and diverse history of America’s native peoples, early European colonization and settlement in 
America, and the creation of a new nation through the American Revolution. Middle school students enrolled in this course 
will closely examine major changes brought about by the nation’s reconstruction, industrialization, urbanization, and 
progressive reforms and will consider the implications each of these events had on the expansion of the United States’ 
global influence through modern times. Over the course of two semesters, interesting course content encourages students 
to think critically about the challenges and opportunities facing the United States in the 21st century. 

 
GENERAL ELECTIVES 
Online Learning and Digital Citizenship 
In this one-semester course, students develop essential study skills for academic success, such as staying organized, 
managing time, taking notes, applying reading strategies, writing strong papers, and researching and properly citing 
information. Explicit modeling and ample practice are provided for each study skill to support student mastery. Instruction 
on how to be a responsible online learner is threaded throughout the course, and these skills are directly addressed in 
lessons on cyberbullying, staying safe online, and learning how to be a digital leader. A basic understanding of software 
and hardware and how to troubleshoot common technology issues are also taught. By the end of the course, students will 
have the tools they need to be academically successful in both traditional and digital learning environments. 
 
Strategies for Academic Success 
Offering a comprehensive analysis of different types of motivation, study habits, and learning styles, this one-semester 
course encourages high school and middle school students to take control of their learning by exploring varying strategies 
for success. Providing engaging lessons that will help students identify what works best for them individually, this one-
semester course covers important study skills, such as strategies for taking high-quality notes, memorization techniques, 
test-taking strategies, benefits of visual aids, and reading techniques. 
 

 

The school counselor supports students with their academic, social, emotional, and career needs.  Additionally, the 
counselor conducts classroom presentations to students. The goal of these presentations is to promote the personal and 
social developments of the students. The topics covered might include: Building Good Relationships, Healthy 
Communication, Peer Pressure, Self-esteem, Stress Management, Time Management, Transcript Review/Promotion 
Requirements and high school options.   The counselor also assists students and families with referrals to various agencies, 
such as counseling services, CSUS Mentoring Program, Jessica’s House, etc.   

COUNSELOR SERVICES 
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The course directory is available for review to determine the type of course (Seat-based, online, traditional IS, 
concurrent enrollment, Edgenuity) being offered. *Course offerings are subject to change.  
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

eCademy Requirements for Graduation……….………………………………….……….……………………Page 10 
 
College Entrance Requirements……………..…………………………….…………………………….………….Page 10 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
English………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………….Page 11 
 
Mathematics………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………..Page 12 
 
Science……………………………….………………………………………………………………….………..……………Page 12 
 
Social Studies………………………….………………………………………….……………..………………………….Page 12 
 
Physical Education…………………….………………………….………………….………..………………………….Page 13 
 
General Electives………………………….……………………….………………………..…………………………….Page 13 
 
Fine Arts/Visual Performing Arts………….……………………………….………………………..……………..Page 15 
 
Special Education………………………………………….……..………………………….…………………………….Page 15 
 
Edgenuity Courses……………………………………………………………….………………..………………………Page 16 
 
COUNSELING 
 
Counselor Services………………..…………………………………………………………………………..………….Page 20 
 
- Concurrent Enrollment Courses - 
CTE/PE (NJROTC) & Specific Elective Courses. Offered only concurrently at THS & PHS. Attendance is required on a daily basis. 
Prior approval is required. Refer to THS & PHS Course Directories for courses offered.  
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eCADEMY REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 
 

* UC recommends extra year 
**  The math college requirement includes successful completion of a series of traditional/integrated math courses 
***  One year of a lab science and one year of physical lab science is required for college 
**** Must be at least two (2) years of the same foreign language 
 
UC and CSU require SAT or ACT exams in addition to completing college preparatory course pattern.  Students should 
consult individual post-secondary institutions to confirm whether they are required to secure SAT II subject test scores. 
 
UC – University of California 
CSU – California State University 

Subject Area  Credits 

English 
 

40 

Science  
   Physical Science  
   Life Science 
 

 
10  
10 

Math (all students must pass Integrated Math I) 
 

20 

Social Sciences 
  World History 
   U.S. History 
   American Government 
   Economics 
 

 
10 
10 
5 
5 

Physical Education 
 

20 

Visual & Performing Arts/Foreign Language 
 

10 

Electives 
 

60 

Total Credits for Graduation 200 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS (A-G)   UC  CSU 
A. History/Social Sciences   2 yrs  2 yrs 
B. English     4 yrs  4 yrs 
C. Math **     3 yrs  (4)* 3 yrs 
D. Lab Science ***    2 yrs  (3)* 2 yrs 
E. Foreign Language ****   2 yrs  (3)* 2 yrs 
F. Visual/Performing Arts   1 yr  1 yr 
G. College Electives    1 yr  1 yr 

ALL COURSES FOR COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS MUST BE PASSED WITH GRADE “C” OR BETTER 
Note: eCademy currently does not meet the D & F subject requirements. Concurrent enrollment option available. 
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ENGLISH 
 
English 9 (Seat Based) 
Through literary and expository texts, writing, and speaking, this English course is focused on developing the literacy skills 
students will need to succeed in college and career. Aligned to the State Standards, students will respond to readings in a 
variety of formats including: summary, opinion, narrative, argument, and verse, and will be expected to demonstrate their 
mastery of these genre through in-class exercises. Over the course of two semesters, interactive grammar lessons will 
strengthen students’ grasp of language and improve writing skills.  
 
English 10 (Seat Based) 
This English course focuses on literary works that examine our relationships with each other and the world around us. 
Aligned to the State Standards, students in this class will read works by Harper Lee, George Orwell, Kurt Vonnegut, Suzanne 
Collins, and Elie Wiesel. Students will respond in a variety of formats including: summary, opinion, narrative, argument, 
and verse, and will be expected demonstrate their mastery of these genre through in-class exercises. Over the course of 
two semesters, interactive grammar lessons will strengthen students’ grasp of language and improve writing skills. 
 
English 11 (Seat Based) 
This junior-year English course invites students to delve into American literature from early American Indian voices 
through contemporary works. While critically reading fiction, poetry, drama, and expository nonfiction, students will 
master the comprehension and literary analysis strategies that the State Standards require. Students will read a range of 
short but complex texts, including works by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Emily Dickinson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Paul Laurence 
Dunbar, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Students will also read longer works by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Lorraine Hansberry, and 
Arthur Miller. Over the course of two semesters, interactive grammar lessons will strengthen students’ grasp of language 
and improve writing skills.  
 
English 12 (Seat Based) 

This senior English course focuses on contemporary modes of discourse and practical reading and writing skills. Texts 
include traditional writing, podcasts, and videos. Students practice writing resumes, cover letters, and letters of 
introduction/application. The school counselor works closely with the class to provide assistance and information 
regarding post-high school planning. Additionally, modules from the Expository Reading and Writing Course (ERWC) are 
incorporated into the course, as is the non-fiction book “Into the Wild.” Over the course of two semesters, interactive 
grammar lessons will strengthen students’ grasp of language and improve writing skills. 

English Grades 9-11 (IS) 
Students in these courses will work closely with their instructor to complete readings and activities in the Holt Interactive 
Reading Series, in addition to novels from the grade-level course of study.  Over the course of two semesters, interactive 
grammar lessons will strengthen students’ grasp of language and improve writing skills. All work is to be completed. 
 

English 12 World Literature (IS) 

World Literature focuses on building student skills in active reading, analytical and critical thinking, interpreting, and 
writing. Students read and analyze short stories, poetry, biography, and excerpts of dramas. They build vocabulary skills 
through in-context study of challenging words. Over the course of two semesters, interactive grammar lessons will 
strengthen students’ grasp of language and improve writing skills. This course is only offered as an independent study 
course. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Integrated Math I (Seat Based) 
This course focuses on six critical areas, including the Standards for Mathematical Practice: (1) extend understanding of 
numerical manipulation to algebraic manipulation; (2) synthesize understanding of function; (3) deepen and extend 
understanding of linear relationships; (4) apply linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend; (5) establish criteria for 
congruence based on rigid motions; and (6) apply the Pythagorean Theorem to the coordinate plane. 
 

Integrated Math II (Seat Based) 
This course focuses on five critical areas, including the Standards for Mathematical Practice: (1) extend the laws of 
exponents to rational exponents; (2) compare key characteristics of quadratic functions with those of linear and 
exponential functions; (3) create and solve equations and inequalities; (4) extend work with probability; and (5) establish 
criteria for similarity of triangles based on dilations and proportional reasoning.  
 

Math Support (Seat Based) 
This course is designed to support students in Integrated Math I and Integrated Math II.   There is an emphasis on 
improving basic math skills as well as a focus on the mastery of the California standards being taught in Integrated Math I 
and Math II.  This class earns students elective credits. 
 

 

SCIENCE 
 

Biology and the Living Earth (Seat-based & IS) 
Pre-requisite: Concurrent enrollment in (or has completed) Integrated Math 1 or Algebra I 
This course is an introductory life science course, surveying the principles of biological science.  In course A, areas studied 
include introductory biological chemistry, cell anatomy, the structure and function of major group of organisms, and 
genetics.  In course B, areas studied include evolution, ecology, and physiology. Laboratory activities will be hands-on 
experiments and modeling completed in class.  This class fulfills the high school Life Science requirement.  
 

Physics and the Universe (Seat Based & IS) 
This course is a science course designed to develop an understanding of the physical nature of our world.  Students are 
required to demonstrate the ability to conduct scientific inquiry and engineering within the context f the Next Generation 
Science Standards.  This course investigates physical laws and theories, relationships of physical phenomena, and the 
interrelationships of physics to other fields of human endeavor.  Topics include traditional physics subjects (Newtonian 
mechanics: dynamics, momentum, energy; electricity and magnetism; waves) along with related subjects in earth science 
(plate tectonics; earthquake activity) and astronomy (solar evolution). This class fulfills the high school Physical Science 
requirement. 
 

 
 
 
 
World History (Seat Based) 
This year-long course examines the major events and turning points of world history from early civilization to the present. 
Students investigate the foundational ideas that shaped the modern world in the Middle East, Africa, Europe, Asia, and 
the Americas, and then explore the economic, political, and social revolutions that have transformed human history. This 
rigorous study of modern history examines recurring themes, such as social history, democratic government, and the 
relationship between history and the arts, allowing students to draw connections between the past and the present, 
across cultures, and among multiple perspectives. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
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US History (Seat Based) 
U.S. History I is a year-long course that dynamically explores the people, places, and events that shaped early United States 
history. This course stretches from the Era of Exploration through the Industrial Revolution, leading students through a 
careful examination of the defining moments that paved the way for the United States of today. Students begin by 
exploring the colonization of the New World and examining the foundations of colonial society. As students study the 
early history of the United States, students will learn critical thinking skills by examining the constitutional foundations of 
U.S. government. Recurring themes such as territorial expansion, the rise of industrialization, and the significance of 
slavery will be examined in the context of how these issues contributed to the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
 

US Government (Seat Based) 
This semester-long course provides students with a practical understanding of the principles and procedures of 
government. The course begins by establishing the origins and founding principles of American government. After a 
rigorous review of the Constitution and its Amendments, students investigate the development and extension of civil 
rights and liberties. Lessons also introduce influential Supreme Court decisions to demonstrate the impact and importance 
of constitutional rights. This course builds on this foundation by guiding students through the function of government 
today and the role of citizens in the civic process and culminates in an examination of public policy and the roles of citizens 
and organizations in promoting policy approaches. Throughout the course, students examine primary and secondary 
sources, including political cartoons, essays, and judicial opinions. Students also sharpen their writing skills in shorter tasks 
and assignments, and practice outlining and drafting skills by writing full informative and argumentative essays. 
 

Economics (Seat Based) 
This semester-long course invites students to broaden their understanding of how economic concepts apply to their 
everyday lives—including microeconomic and macroeconomic theory and the characteristics of mixed-market economies, 
the role of government in a free enterprise system and the global economy, and personal finance strategies. Throughout 
this course, students apply critical thinking skills while making practical economic choices. Students also master literacy 
skills through rigorous reading and writing activities. Students analyze data and write routinely and responsively in tasks 
and assignments that are based on scenarios, texts, activities, and examples. In more extensive, process-based writing 
lessons, students write full-length essays in informative and argumentative formats. 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Due to a lack of physical space at eCademy, PE is a different experience than at traditional schools.  Grading is done on a 
pass/fail basis, and all work is done outside of school grounds.  Students will turn all of their assignments to their teacher 
by the assigned monthly due dates. Physical education requires personal accountability.  Students will be responsible for 
fulfilling the requirements of the course, including completing and submitting all assignments and logs. In this program, 
the grade (pass or fail) will be determined by completion of the objectives, and demonstrating completion in the work 
turned in.  A physically adult life style requires individuals to initiate and monitor their own participation in physical activity 
on a regular basis.  Family responsibilities, job scheduling, and individual choices all influence physical activity habits. 
 

GENERAL ELECTIVES  
 
Business Skills 
The goal of Personal Finance is to help students to become financially responsible members of society by providing a 
foundational understanding for making informed personal financial decisions leading to financial independence.  Students 
will develop an understanding and skills in money management, budgeting, financial goal attainment, the wise use of 
credit, insurance, investments, and consumer rights and responsibilities through the use of real world scenarios and 
spreadsheet applications.  
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Child and Family Skills (IS Only) 
This course will highlight ways in which children and adolescents grow and develop physically, socially, emotionally, and 
intellectually. Students learn the way heredity, the environment, and current medical trends affect conception and 
prenatal development. Students become knowledgeable about the value of play and recreation, health and safety issues, 
and positive guidance and discipline techniques.  
 
Citizens Today 
The purpose of Citizens Today is to empower students to choose an “I can” attitude in making life choices. Although many 
circumstances are beyond a teen’s control, their response to those events is something they can control and with the right 
foundation they will understand that they have the power to make positive choices and find success in life, even in the 
face of overcoming personal hardships. A variety of topics will be covered including self-esteem, life skills, character, and 
media citizenship. 
 
College & Career Seminar 
College and Career Seminar is a one-semester course designed to help students learn and practice and develop valuable 
skills essential for college and career readiness. Students will demonstrate their understanding of career paths through a 
variety of assessments, projects, job simulations, speeches, and research assignments. Students will identify academic 
interests, skills, values and personality types, research employers and industries, gain experience with public speaking and  
 
Contemporary Issues (Seat Based) 
In this course students will be looking at a variety of current issues.  Having students become informed citizen in our global 
society is the main goal of this course. The current events of the time will determine the main focus of this class. Specific 
reoccurring issues, such as, world religions, politics, discrimination, globalization, and problems of mass society will be 
studied as the framework of this class. This course will give students the opportunity to analyze the forces that are affecting 
their lives now and in the future. 
 

Driver’s Ed (Seat Based) 
This course sets the foundation for In-Car, Driver's Training and is in accordance with the guidelines set by the Department of 

Education and DMV. Students will understand the responsibilities of having a driver’s license, learn the rules of the road, 
watch defensive driving movies, take practice tests, and earn a certificate of completion. 
 
Health & Character Education 
The health component is designed to assist students with becoming health-literate individuals who can obtain accurate 
information, develop lifelong positive health-related attitudes and behaviors, and make wise decisions related to their 
personal health. The focus is to empower students with the knowledge and skills to be their own health advocate. Topics 
include personal and community health, social and emotional health, nutrition, physical activity, alcohol, tobacco, and 
other drugs, and growth, development, and sexual health. Character development, based on 18 character traits, analysis 
of ethical dilemmas, leadership skills, use of role models and learning digital citizenship will also be included in this course. 
Good Health-Good Character. 
 
Keyboarding (Seat Based) 
Nearly all high school and college courses, and many careers, require the use of a computer keyboard. By practicing 
outside of class and participating in classroom practice sessions, students will develop basic keyboarding skills. Emphasis 
will be on learning the `touch` method for using both the keyboard and the numeric keypad. The keyboarding goal will 
be the attainment of a minimum rate of 25 net words per minute on alphabetic copy. It will be necessary to have access 
to a computer outside of class. A student computer lab is available on each campus.  
Leadership  
This course focuses on building students’ leadership skills as the students create, plan, and implement school wide 
activities including activities that involve grades 7-8. These students will make a positive impact on school culture and 
climate through their involvement. This class will regularly extend beyond the typical 2 period block due to activities. 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval and teacher recommendation. 
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Mythology (IS Only)
This course will introduce students to the myths of the Ancient Greece and Rome.  Students will explore how these myths 
inform us about the Greek and Roman religion, literature, and societies and how these myths influence our society 
today.  As students complete this course, students will develop an understanding and appreciation for Greek and Roman 
cultures and gain an understanding and appreciation for the importance of mythology. In course A, students will complete 
an academic project that demonstrates their understanding of the myths and customs through an original and creative 
medium.  In course B, students will complete an academic research paper that explores how mythology informs us about 
Greek or Roman religion, literature, or society. 
 
Office Aide 
Prerequisite: Permission of the Counselor and Administrative Secretary and a grade average of C or better. 
This course offers student’s practical training in office work.  The ability to type and maintain regular attendance is 
required on the part of the students who enrolls in this course.  This is a Pass/Fail course only. 
 

Psychology (Seat Based & Edgenuity) 
What makes people tick? That is the basic question of Psychology. This course focuses on the study of human behavior. 
As an introduction to the field of psychology, this course includes units such as: Abnormal Behavior, Personality and It’s 
Development, Intelligence and Thinking, Memory, and Sleep and Dreaming. This elective course requires significant 
reading, note-taking, and homework.  

Study Skills (IS Only) 
The Study Skills class is designed to assist students learn, understand, and reinforce concepts and/or assignments 
presented in the general curriculum. Students have the opportunity to develop and strengthen good study habits and 
learning strategies through various instructional methods and strategies. Work is completed as independent study and 
turned in weekly to Keyboarding instructor. 

World Geography (Seat Based & IS) 
This course examines humans and their activities such as ethnic groups, cities, and industries – studying where they are 
and why they are there.  Students will use physical geography to examine trends in human and societal 
development.  Students will survey maps, population, migration, language, culture, ethnicity/religion, 
agriculture/industry, urban development, and resource issues.  Course studies historical patterns as well as current 
geopolitical issues. 
 
 
 

FINE ARTS/VISUAL PERFORMING ARTS 
 
 
Art History (IS) 
In this project-based class students will learn the basic vocabulary with which to discuss works of art and the history of art 
from pre-historic times to the late 20th century. Students will read and write about art and produce art works of their own 
making. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 
Push-In Model 
Inclusion classes (push-in model) in English Language Arts and Mathematics are conducted by a content area teacher and 
a special education teacher working together as co-teachers.  This creates a successful learning environment for all 
students in the class including special education, 504 students, and students who are having difficulty accessing the subject 
material.  All students in these classes are challenged to reach the same academic goals and are evaluated in the same 
way as all other students in the class. 
Tutorial Resource Support 
The course provides special education, 504 students, and students who are struggling in English Language Arts and 
Mathematics classes to work in individualized and/or small group setting to better meet the individual needs of 
students.  The curriculum covers the exact same material that is covered in the general education classes, but in a small 
group or individual setting in order to meet the general education course requirements. 
 
 

EDGENUITY COURSES 
 
STUDENTS ENROLLED IN ONLINE EDGENUITY CLASSES CAN EXPECT CHALLENGING RIGOR AND MUST DEDICATE AT LEAST 5-7 (FIVE 
TO SEVEN) HOURS OF ONLINE WORK, PER CLASS, EACH WEEK TO BE SUCCESSFUL.  STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND 
SCHEDULED ASSIGNED CLASS TIME. For 5 credits, 100% of the required material of the semester (quarter) must be completed. 
Additionally, the student must prove his/her knowledge and understanding of the coursework by completing and passing 
assignments, quizzes, and additional activities (if required).  * Satisfy A-G college requirements 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
* English Language Arts 9 
This freshman-year English course invites students to explore diverse texts organized into thematic units. Students will 
engage in literary analysis and inferential evaluation of great texts both classic and contemporary. While critically reading 
fiction, poetry, drama, and literary nonfiction, students will master comprehension and literary-analysis strategies. 
Interwoven in the lessons across two semesters are activities that encourage students to strengthen their oral language 
skills and produce clear, coherent writing. Students will read a range of classic texts including Homer’s The Odyssey, 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, and Richard Connell’s “The Most Dangerous Game.” Students will study short but 
complex texts, including influential speeches by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald Reagan. 
Contemporary texts by Richard Preston, Julia Alvarez, and Maya Angelou round out the course. 
 

* English Language Arts 10 
Focused on application, this sophomore English course reinforces literary analysis and 21st-century skills with superb 
pieces of literature and literary nonfiction, application e-resources, and educational inter-actives. Each thematic unit 
focuses on specific literary analysis skills and allows students to apply them to a range of genres and text structures. As 
these units meld modeling and application, they also expand on training in media literacy, 21st-century career skills, and 
the essentials of grammar and vocabulary. Under the guidance of the eWriting software, students will also compose 
descriptive, persuasive, expository, literary analyses, research, narrative, and compare-contrast essays. 
 

* English Language Arts 11 
This junior-year English course invites students to delve into American literature, from early American Indian voices 
through thoughtful contemporary works. Students will engage in literary analysis and inferential evaluation of great texts, 
the centerpieces of this course. While critically reading fiction, poetry, drama, and expository nonfiction, students will 
master comprehension and literary-analysis strategies. Interwoven in the lessons across two semesters are tasks that 
encourage students to strengthen oral language skills and produce creative, coherent writing. Students will read a range 
of short but complex texts, including works by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Emily Dickinson, Herman Melville, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Martin Luther King, Jr., F. Scott Fitzgerald, Sandra Cisneros, Amy Tan, and Dave Eggers. 
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* English Language Arts 12 
This senior-year English Language Arts course invites you to explore a diverse collection of texts organized into thematic 
units. Students will engage in literary analysis and inferential evaluation of both classic and contemporary literature. While 
critically reading fiction, poetry, drama, and expository nonfiction, students will learn comprehension and literary-analysis 
strategies. Tasks will encourage students to strengthen your oral language skills and produce creative, coherent writing. 
Students will read a range of classic texts including the ancient epic Gilgamesh, William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and Oscar 
Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. Students will study short but complex texts, including essays by Jonathan Swift 
and Mary Wollstonecraft, and influential speeches by Queen Elizabeth I and Franklin D. Roosevelt. Contemporary texts by 
Seamus Heaney, Derek Walcott, and Chinua Achebe round out the course. 

 
MATHEMATICS  
* Integrated Mathematics I 
This course formalizes and extends middle-school mathematics, deepening students’ understanding of linear 
relationships. This course begins with a review of relationships between quantities, building from unit conversion to a 
study of expressions, equations, and inequalities. Students contrast linear and exponential relationships, including a study 
of sequences, as well as applications such as growth and decay. Students review one-, two-, and multi-step equations, 
formally reasoning about each step using properties of equality. Students extend this reasoning to systems of linear 
equations. Students use descriptive statistics to analyze data before turning their attention to transformations and the 
relationship between Algebra and Geometry on the coordinate plane. 
 
* Integrated Mathematics II 
This course begins with a brief exploration of radicals and polynomials before delving into quadratic expressions, 
equations, and functions, including a derivation of the quadratic formula. Students then embark on a deep study of the 
applications of probability and develop advanced reasoning skills with a study of similarity, congruence, and proofs of 
mathematical theorems. Students explore right triangles with an introduction to right triangle trigonometry before turning 
their attention into the geometry of circles and making informal arguments to derive formulas for the volumes of various 
solids. 
 
* Integrated Mathematics III 
This course synthesizes previous mathematical learning in four focused areas of instruction. First, students relate visual 
displays and summary statistics to various types of data and to probability distributions with a focus on drawing 
conclusions from the data. Then, students embark on an in-depth study of polynomial, rational, and radical functions, 
drawing on concepts of integers and number properties to understand polynomial operations and the combination of 
functions through operations. This section of instruction builds to the Fundamental Theorem of Algebra. Students then 
expand the study of right-triangle trigonometry they began in Mathematics II to include non-right triangles, developing 
the Laws of Sines and Cosines. Finally, students model an array of real-world situations with all the types of functions they 
have studied, including work with logarithms to solve exponential equations. As they synthesize and generalize what they 
have learned about a variety of function families, students appreciate the usefulness and relevance of mathematics in the 
real world.  

 
 

SCIENCE 
Physics in the Universe 
This full-year course focuses on traditional concepts in chemistry and physics, and encourages exploration of new 
discoveries in this field of science. This course includes an overview of scientific principles and procedures, and leads 
students toward a clearer understanding of matter, energy, and the physical universe. As students refine and expand their 
understanding of physical science, they will apply their knowledge in experiments that require them to ask questions and 
create hypotheses. Throughout the course, students solve problems, reason abstractly, and learn to think critically. 
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Biology and the Living Earth 
This compelling two-semester course engages students in the study of life and living organisms and examines biology and 
biochemistry in the real world. This year-long course encompasses traditional concepts in biology and encourages 
exploration of new discoveries in this field of science. The components include biochemistry, cell biology, cell processes, 
heredity and reproduction, the evolution of life, taxonomy, human body systems, and ecology. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
* Modern World History 
This year-long course examines the major events and turning points of world history from the Enlightenment to the 
present. Students investigate the foundational ideas that shaped the modern world in the Middle East, Africa, Europe, 
Asia, and the Americas, and then explore the economic, political, and social revolutions that have transformed human 
history. This rigorous study of modern history examines recurring themes, such as social history, democratic government, 
and the relationship between history and the arts, allowing students to draw connections between the past and the 
present, across cultures, and among multiple perspectives. 
  
* U.S. History 
U.S. History I is a year-long course that dynamically explores the people, places, and events that shaped early United States 
history. This course stretches from the Era of Exploration through the Industrial Revolution, leading students through a 
careful examination of the defining moments that paved the way for the United States of today. Students begin by 
exploring the colonization of the New World and examining the foundations of colonial society. As students study the 
early history of the United States, students will learn critical thinking skills by examining the constitutional foundations of 
U.S. government. Recurring themes such as territorial expansion, the rise of industrialization, and the significance of 
slavery will be examined in the context of how these issues contributed to the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
 
* U.S. Government 
This semester-long course provides students with a practical understanding of the principles and procedures of 
government. The course begins by establishing the origins and founding principles of American government. After a 
rigorous review of the Constitution and its Amendments, students investigate the development and extension of civil 
rights and liberties. Lessons also introduce influential Supreme Court decisions to demonstrate the impact and importance 
of constitutional rights. This course builds on this foundation by guiding students through the function of government 
today and the role of citizens in the civic process and culminates in an examination of public policy and the roles of citizens 
and organizations in promoting policy approaches. Throughout the course, students examine primary and secondary 
sources, including political cartoons, essays, and judicial opinions. Students also sharpen their writing skills in shorter tasks 
and assignments, and practice outlining and drafting skills by writing full informative and argumentative essays. 
 
* Economics 
This semester-long course invites students to broaden their understanding of how economic concepts apply to their everyday 
lives—including microeconomic and macroeconomic theory and the characteristics of mixed-market economies, the role of 
government in a free enterprise system and the global economy, and personal finance strategies. Throughout this course, 
students apply critical thinking skills while making practical economic choices. Students also master literacy skills through 
rigorous reading and writing activities. Students analyze data and write routinely and responsively in tasks and assignments that 
are based on scenarios, texts, activities, and examples. In more extensive, process-based writing lessons, students write full-
length essays in informative and argumentative formats. 
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GENERAL ELECTIVES 
* Psychology 
This two-semester course introduces high school students to the study of psychology and helps master fundamental 
concepts in research, theory, and human behavior. Students analyze human growth, learning, personality, and behavior 
from the perspective of major theories within psychology, including the biological, psychosocial, and cognitive 
perspectives. From a psychological point of view, students investigate the nature of being human as they build a 
comprehensive understanding of traditional psychological concepts and contemporary perspectives in the field. Course 
components include an introduction to the history, perspectives, and research of psychology; an understanding of topics 
such as the biological aspects of psychology, learning, and cognitive development; the stages of human development; 
aspects of personality and intelligence; the classification and treatment of psychological disorders; and psychological 
aspects of social interactions. 
 
Strategies for Academic Success  
Offering a comprehensive analysis of different types of motivation, study habits, and learning styles, this one-semester 
course encourages high school and middle school students to take control of their learning by exploring varying strategies 
for success. Providing engaging lessons that will help students identify what works best for them individually, this one-
semester course covers important study skills, such as strategies for taking high-quality notes, memorization techniques, 
test-taking strategies, benefits of visual aids, and reading techniques. 
 

Intro to Art 
Covering art appreciation and the beginning of art history, this course encourages students to gain an understanding and 
appreciation of art in their everyday lives. Presented in an engaging format, this one-semester course provides an overview 
of many introductory themes: the definition of art, the cultural purpose of art, visual elements of art, terminology and 
principles of design, and two- and three dimensional media and techniques. Tracing the history of art, high school students 
enrolled in the course also explore the following time periods and places: prehistoric art, art in ancient civilizations, and 
world art before 1400. 
 

Healthy Living 
Encouraging students to make responsible, respectful, informed, and capable decisions about topics that affect the well-
being of themselves and others, this course is a one-semester course that provides students with comprehensive 
information they can use to develop healthy attitudes and behavior patterns. Designed for high school students, this 
informative and engaging course encourages students to recognize that they have the power to choose healthy behaviors 
to reduce risks. 
 

Lifetime Fitness 
Exploring fitness topics such as safe exercise and injury prevention, nutrition and weight management, consumer product 
evaluation, and stress management, this course equips high school students with the skills they need to achieve lifetime 
fitness. Throughout this one-semester course, students assess individual fitness levels according to the five components 
of physical fitness: cardiovascular health, muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and body composition. 
Personal fitness assessments encourage students to design a fitness program to meet their individual fitness goals. 
 

Sociology 
Providing insight into the human dynamics of our diverse society, this is an engaging one-semester course that delves into 
the fundamental concepts of sociology. This interactive course, designed for high school students, covers cultural diversity 
and conformity, basic structures of society, individuals and socialization, stages of human development as they relate to 
sociology, deviance from social norms, social stratification, racial and ethnic interactions, gender roles, family structure, 
the economic and political aspects of sociology, the sociology of public institutions, and collective human behavior, both 
historically and in modern times. 
 

 
 
 



20 
 

Career Planning & Development 
Introducing high school students to the working world, this course provides the knowledge and insight necessary to 
compete in today’s challenging job market. This relevant and timely course helps students investigate careers as they 
apply to personal interests and abilities, develop skills and job search documents needed to enter the workforce, explore 
the rights of workers and traits of effective employees, and address the importance of professionalism and responsibility 
as careers change and evolve. This one-semester course includes lessons in which students create a self-assessment 
profile, a cover letter, and a résumé that can be used in their educational or career portfolio. 
 

Online Learning & Digital Citizenship 
In this one-semester course, students develop essential study skills for academic success, such as staying organized, 
managing time, taking notes, applying reading strategies, writing strong papers, and researching and properly citing 
information. Explicit modeling and ample practice are provided for each study skill to support student mastery. Instruction 
on how to be a responsible online learner is threaded throughout the course, and these skills are directly addressed in 
lessons on cyberbullying, staying safe online, and learning how to be a digital leader. A basic understanding of software 
and hardware and how to troubleshoot common technology issues are also taught. By the end of the course, students will 
have the tools they need to be academically successful in both traditional and digital learning environments. 
 
* Spanish I 
Students begin their introduction to Spanish with fundamental building blocks in four key areas of foreign language study: 
listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. The course consists of 180 lesson days formatted in an intuitive 
calendar view, which can be divided into two 90-day semesters and represents an ideal blend of language learning 
pedagogy and online learning. Each Unit consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and grammar 
concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension 
activities, speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations covering major Spanish-speaking areas in 
Europe and the Americas. The course has been carefully aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages). 
 
* Spanish II 
Students continue their introduction to Spanish with fundamental building blocks in four key areas of foreign language 
study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. The course consists of 180 lesson days formatted in an 
intuitive calendar view, which can be divided into two 90-day semesters and represents an ideal blend of language learning 
pedagogy and online learning. Each Unit consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and grammar 
concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension 
activities, speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations covering major Spanish-speaking areas in 
Europe and the Americas. The course has been carefully aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages). 
 
 

COUNSELOR SERVICES 
 
eCademy has a fulltime counselor who meets with students on a regular basis to develop/update a 4 year plan for high 
school graduation as well as develop post-secondary goals.  The counselor provides academic guidance, coordinates 
workshops and presentations related to financial aid and college matriculation process. The counselor assists students 
and families with referrals to various agencies, such as counseling services, Jessica’s House, etc.   
 
 


